LO years later and still looking good 


ORAG'S OIDDUVNES 


MO. Boo JUNIE (ish) L997o° a Pee JBI Saw Service 


We don't wish to infringe upon copyrights held by BBC, Lionheart, the estate of 
Terry Nation, or others. Photos & art used are from BBC and various fans such 
as Julia Jones, Lynne Sweetman, Marian Mendez, Val Westall, and Bowen. No 
profit is made by OO. ‘he third amdl last fissme fis September. 


Joyce Bowen, 31538 West Street, S. Laguna Beach, CA 92677, USA 


BLAKE'S 7 MERCHANDISE 


It's hard to get B7 items. HORIZON fan club is the biggest supplier. For Ameri- 
cans, it's especially hard buying items. STAR TECH still offers some B7, but its 
supplies are running low. ST, also, carries many British magazines. BEWARE!!! 
Many ads you see in newsletters and adzines are outdated. SASE or call before 
sending money. Used sales from fans are the only way to get some items. 


COMET DSV | f§ig) 9" model, Horizon cheapest 
LIBERATOR bracelet, color B7 logo patch & color 
B7 logo enamel pin (has 2 stick pins in back) 

All 4 are currently available from STAR TECH. 
HORIZON has the model & bracelet. It won't 

ship models outside England. It is running out of 
the "cheap" bracelet (about $40 from them, incl. 
postage) shown here, but offers two other more 
expensive bracelets. The best one is about $121 
(incl. postage), looks like the actual ones, and is 
made by Martin Bower. It comes with a 
certificate of authentication. 


BLAKES 7 


Liberator Teleport 
Bracelet 


MAGNETS of all sorts on a free standing magnet 
board. (Board available at some stores for $16.) 
HORIZON sells magnets (and stickers). Three big 
ones on left are from HORIZON. I bought plastic 
magnetic picture holders and cut out magazine 
pictures to make the 3 big ones on right. Top 4 I 
made from stickers (stickers that I had made from 
my own telepics). You can use any stickers. Put 
sticker on cardboard & "laminate." Add magnet. 


ORAC'S ODDITIES 


ISSUE # 2 Junish 1997 TERRY NATION 


THE CREATOR OF BLAKE'S 7 


THIS is the contest issue. Feel free to participate in any or all 7 
contests . Please send your answers before August 15th in one enve- 
lope. Winners will get a variety of prizes. Unlike real life and BLAKE'S 
7, there will be no losers. Every entrant will get something. Answers 
will be in the September issue. 


March 9, 1997, Terry Nation died at the age of 66in Los 
Angeles. He was born August 8, 1930, in South Wales. 
Nation created and started BLAKE'S 7, which is variously 
labeled a "Dirty Dozen in Space" or “Robin Hood in Space,” 
almost singlehandedly. All thirteen episodes of _ the first 
season were written by him with "The Way Back,” the first 
episode, airing on January 2, 1978. He, also, wrote six 
later episodes. Even after the series end, the 52nd episode 
"Blake" just days before Christmas 1981 (an episode 
Nation did NOT like), he attended cons and continued to 
participate in BLAKE'S 7 fandom. IF you wish to read a nice 
remembrance, John Peel wrote one for TV ZONE 90. 


If you think OO is a little eclectic, | want to emphasize | accept all help 
from anyone. | will print what | get (tho’ | may edit. Well, try to edit. ). | 
cannot print what I don't have. SEND IN NEWS BY SEPTEMBER ‘st for 
the last issue of ORAC'S ODDITIES. [My telepone is (714) 499-24647} 1 
will do what | can— but | am NOT psychic, on the net, or in the "know." 
| apologize for misspellings, goofs, and any outdated or wrong data. 


Contributors are Faye Bull, Sue Clerc (especially for her telepics in 
#1), Carol McCoy, Judith Proctor, Ginny Syn, the people listed on the 
front, and various others not named. Thanks everyone who helped. 


Nation is survived by his wife Kate and two children, Joel and 
Rebecca. Nation died of emphysema, having been ill for sev- 
eral years. Neutral Zone Convention was dedicated to him, it 


Other publications: You may reprint items in this. occurring the weekend after his death. 


Fans: Please share with others. Xerox as you wish. 
Articles about him listed various shows he was involved with, 


such as THE AVENGERS and THE SAINT. He started out in 
comedy before he switched to sci-fi. Whenhe _ started with 

20th ANNIVERSARY CAM PAIGN DOCTOR WHO in 1963, he dreamed up the Daleks, robot- 

BLAKE'S 7 . 4 978-1 998 like aliens who were Doctor Who's enemies. He sometimes 


told people he named them after an encyclopedia book spine, 
DAL-EK, but the truth was he didn't remember how he came 


IF you missed out on the initial strategy, then please consider writ- up with the name. This creation was popularand stayed 
ing one or two letters NOW. Ask that BBC consider making a special popular as doctors came and went, making him wealthy 
about BLAKE'S 7 to air in 1998. We'd like it to be a special that inter- because he retained the copyright. In 1975 he created a new 
viewed the stars and showed clips of the show. Possibly this special series, THE SURVIVORS, which was about the last two % 


could later be released as a longer video. of mankind surviving a plague. 
| apologize to anyone who wrote the Englishman formerly in charge of 
this campaign who didn't receive an answer. REAL LIFE concerns 
cancelled his fan acitivity. 


PLEASE WRITE LETTERS TO 


Alison Wilson, Viewer and Listener Correspondence, BBC, Villiers 
House, The Broadway, Ealing, London W& 2PA, UK 


Emma Broughton, BBC Consumer Publishing, Room A2123, 80 Wood | 


Lane, London W12 OTT, UK 


CON NEWS 


MOUNTAINMEDIA CON 3-- July 25-27, 1997 

Sharaton Denver West, Lakewood, Co— 303-987-2000 for reservations. Room 
rates for 1-4 are Fri. & Sat. $72 and Thurs. & Sun. $82. This is a fun con with 
just fans that has writing contests, Hunk Panel, an evening party, panels, 
videos, art show & many zines. Membership until July 24 is $35. Dealers’ 
Table which includes one membership is $50. Supporting membership is $10. 
Make checks payable to MountainMedia Con. Send to POB 740553, Arvada, 
CO 80006-0653. E-mail is WWWFan@aol.com 


VISIONS— November 28-30, 1997 

Rosemont (Chicago), IL (Hyatt Regency O'Hare- 1-847-696-1234) $40 to $70 
which doesn't include everything. Prices increase at Halloween & also pre- 
registration closes. m/m—NO B7 this year. {I'm disappointed.] The closest it Although he wrote for other shows, it's DOCTOR WHO, THE 


comes is Brian Blessed and Joe Nazzaro. Some guests are Jerry Doyle u : 

: s : ' S, and BLAKE'S 7 that he's best remembered 
Peter Davidson, and Chris Barrie. HME, POB 1202, Highland Park, IL revit cued "The Dalek Man.” 
60085-1202. VISIONS HOTLINE IS 1-847-405-9461. The net address is ; 


http:/Avww.xnet.com/~tardis/visions.htm = NOTE: visiONS ISNT CURRENTLY During the run of BLAKE'S 7 run, Nation became less _in- 


SELLING ANY CON TAPES. 
volved with the show and in 1980 left England for Southern 
California where he remained. He worked on various shows 


TERRY NATION ina BBC PR photo. 


DELIVERANCE '98 -- MARCH 27-29, 1998 and projects, but he left his mark more on British TV than on 
This is the B7 con to go to. [/ can't! It's at the Hanover International Hotel in American TV. By the early 90's, he was semi-officially retired. 
Daventry. THIS IS A CHANGE. So far guests are Paul Darrow, Stephen 

Greif, Gareth Thomas, Michael Keating, Jan Chappell, Jacqueline Pearce, and In a 1987 interview with George Sampson of HTEH-TV (a 
Sheelagh Wells. Price is 40 or 45 pounds which is probably $69 to $78 if San Jose PBS station), Nation talked about his shows. About 
writing $ checks or $78 to $87 if getting an IBD in pounds. See 4 pp. flyer. 

READ CAREFULLY! THERE HAVE BEEN VARIOUS CHANGES. 2 cont. on page 5 


BLAKE'S 7: THE INSIDE STORY 
by Joe Nazzaro & Sheelagh Wells 


If you're a rabid (no, make that avid) BLAKE'S 7 fan, you al- 
ready own this book. If for some reason, you do not have a 
copy, immediately order one. 


BLAKE'S 7: THE INSIDE STORY is a128 page tradepaper 
book by Virgin. The covers are color, and many inside pictures 
are color, too. My biggest complaint about the book is that it's 
too short. | wanted more pictures and more information. Actu- 
ally, my most serious complaint is that the book's spine de- 
taches quite easily. The glue doesn't _ live up to its name. 


| already know what some others will complain about. It's very 
Blake and Gareth Thomas oriented, whichisn't — surprising 
since Wells would have more information about Thomas than 
the others. But this is not to say that Avon is neglected. The 
Scorpio crew doesn't get as much space perhaps_ as the 
Liberator crew, but then Pacey, Simon, and Barber are not as 
involved in BLAKE'S 7 as some __ of the others. 


However, you'll find plenty of pictures of everyone and anec- 
dotes about each one, too. All total,| counted over 150 


photographs used. So, you're wondering....why dol = want 
more photographs?? | lovethem, that's why. Some of 
these,| had never seen before. 

And some of the book was even new. Soeven’ if you've 


thought you've heard it all before, you'll probably find some- 
thing new. Most of the information is common to anyone 
keeping up on B7, __ but even the old stories are presented in 
a pleasant way. You'll not be yawning. 


The book has a distinctive setup. There is not one solitary 
page that looks normal—if normal means just words on a page 
going from margin to margin. Almost every page has a picture 
or drawing. And many pages have inserts, the most com- 
mon one being SHEELAGH'S SECTOR where she gives 
some personal details about the topic covered. 


Also, the book doesn't go from episode 1 through 52 ina 
straight path. There are ten chapters, each covering different 
aspects. Some topics are “Location Tales," "Special Effects," 
and "Studio Stories." So that means that some times an early 
episode is mentioned way late in the book and vice versa. The 
chronological aspect does dominate the book as the begin- 
ning talks about the start (of course), and the final two 
chapters are "Blake" and "Where Are They Now?" 


Of course, the old stories are included such as the obligatory 
Avon's Teddy Bear one. You could hardly expect a book on 
BLAKE'S 7 not to mention it. But there are many new stories. 
If you've bought the tape series (three now) by Sheelagh and 
Joe, you've heard some of the new stories on the tapes. If you 
haven't listened to any of the tapes, then there's alot more 
about the book that’s new. 


Both Wells and Nazzaro have a fondness for the show and 
the people involved, and this shows. The kidding aspect is 
maintained. When the story about Thomas's _ bravery with a 
foot injury is recounted, Darrow’s comments are delightful. 


So, go order the book now. When you get it, settle down some 
night when there's nothing on the tube (or telly) with a cup or 
glass of your _ favorite beverage (I'll take rum and Diet Dr. 
Pepper) and enjoy. You'll have a pleasant two hours. ! don't 
see how any BLAKE'S 7 fan wouldn't like this book. 


It's $19.99 per book and $3 total postage from B7: The Inside 
Story, POB 422, Park Ridge, NJ O7656,USA. Make checks 
payable to Space Rat Press. HORIZON members can get 

the book from HORIZON for a discountedt10.50, and postage 
is fromt1.25 tot4.00, depending on where you live (and what 
else you buy?). Englishmen and others NOT Horizon fan club 
members can order from Sheelagh Wells, 20A New Road, 
Brentford, Middlesex TWS ONX, UK. She says she charges 


AFTER YOU READ THE BOOK--B7:TIS-- 
TAKE THIS QUIZ. 


1. What does Darrow say about Thomas's foot injury that 
Lorrimer praised Thomas's bravery for? 


2. What shape was the original Liberator bracelet? 


3. What recent favor does Travis (Travis 1) do for Blake in 
real life? 


4. Who are the "squeaky people"? Who gives them that 
name? 


5. What episode does Lorrimer direct in the midst of hundreds 
of people on location, yet he manages to keep them out of the 
camera's way? 


6. On page 19, there's an obvious error in the credits list. 
What is it? 


7. Inthe 16 page color insert with lots of photos between 
pages 96 and 97, what one picture is repeated? 


8. What does "eponymous" mean? How is it used in B7? (Did 
you have to look it up, too?) 


9. Michael Keating compares "Blake" to a. BABLYON 5's 
"Zha'dum," b. HAMLET, c. DEATH AND THE MAIDEN, or 
d. JULIUS CAESAR. 

10. In "Blake" where all the Federation troopers come in and 
surround Avon, EXACTLY how many actors in costume 
(Federation trooper) were there? 

11. How many actors "played" USHTON? 


12. When the books gives photo credit to Eileen Mair for 
creating Travis's eye patch (Travis 1), what irony is there? 


= 


I'LL NEVER BE ABLE TO ANSWER ALL THE 
QUESTIONS. HELP!!!!! 


<< cr, 


FANZINE ADZINES 


Not much B7 is currently being listed. Send them ads. (For instance, 
TNM has five times more ads for GARRISON'S GORILLAS than B7!!) 


Prices US; Foreign Inquire 
The New Monthly— Joy Baker (check to her), 
Thomas, KY 41075-2503—- $3 per issue, monthly ($36 a year) 


OH, MY STARS!!! THIS QUIZ IS SO HARD. \\ 


49 Grant St., Fort 


GAZ- [stands for Generic Adzine]-- Candace Pulleine (check to her), 
POB 980744, TX 77098-0744—$6 per, 3 times a year ($15 a year) 
MEDIA MONITOR , Plastic Cow Productions (check to PCP), POB 
A 3081, Danville, CA 94526-8081--$6 per, 3 X ayear ($15 ' a year) 


the same as HORIZON, but | don't know if she gives a discount. 
The list price is 12.99. The book is available from other mail 
order places (for more money) and, also, in some bookstores. 


NATION 


BLAKE'S 7, he said the heroes 
were vulnerable, made mistakes, | 
and were realistic. He said be- 
cause of the low budget, he de- 
liberately built the show around 
the characters and their relation- 
ships. He wrote the blueprint for | 
the actors to flesh out. He com- 
mented that he liked his strong 
heroines, but confessed he 
didn't give them enough to do in 
BLAKE'S 7. In general, he said 
for good sci-fi that you needed 
strong original villains, lots of 
danger, anda plot that goes 
from A to Z. 


cont. 


Fans I've talked toremember himasamanwitha wicked 
sense of humor anda graciousness. Part of _ the joy of 
BLAKE'S 7 isthe witty dialogue which reflects Nation's 
leanings toward comedy and his own natural wit. Nation en- 
riched our lives with his imagination. Even though BLAKE'S 7 
continued on without his leadership, it was he who breathed 
the first signs of life into the varied characters we have come to 
know who inhabit the third century ofthe second calendar. 


TV ZONE 90, STARBURST 224, and SFX 25 carried 
articles about Nation. Before his death, he as featured 
in TV ZONE 33,34,35 aswellas STARBURST 200 and 
STARLOG 106, 117, 150, and 200. Atthe beginning of 
B7's firsttwo seasons, RADIO TIMES = (12/24/77-1/6/78 
& 1/6-12/79) did articles about BLAKE'S 7 and Nation. The 
first one called B7 a “really corking adventure yarn." And, I'll 


add that Terry Nation wasa_ really corking storyteller. 


INFORMATION: DEALERS, BEARS & TAPES 


I'd suggest only buying Peg Kennedy/New Leaf Productions zines at cons. 
DONT MAKE ANY NEW ORDERS. Let her catch up. She isn't answering any 
inquiries. If you have an old order not filled, then contact Kennedy. After 6 
months, contact the original publisher. (For instance, Kennedy has all Jean 
Graham's GAMBITS. So if you've ordered GAMBITS and haven't gotten them, 
contact Kennedy and then later Graham.) 


Linda Knights has set up her own business. SASE her. Like Kennedy, she 
offers many fandoms & gen and adult & / (ASN—-age statement needed). 
Linda Knights, KnightWriter Press, 6292 Oak Ct., Sumas, WA 98295-8232. 


Toys of the B7 kind 


Bears—This issue has Marian Mendez's flyer. She does other fandoms,too. 


More Rebel Bears—K.R. Travers of THE SEVEN LIVE ON (see address else- 
where) sells B7 bears approx. 20 " tall for $30 to $45 + $4.50 postage USA. 
SASE her. (Maybe next time I'll have her flyer?) She does other fandoms. 


Tapes 


For Pal & NISC conversions, contact Allen Lane, 57 Wescott Road, 
Bedminster, NJ 07921. 


For PRO NISC tapes, contact VIDEO COLLECTIBLES at 1-800-268-3891 if 

using a credit card. They have all 26 tapes (2 episodes each) for the basic 
$20.00 price. ASK IF THEIR SALE IS STILL ON. Postage is $4 to a max. of 
$20. VIDEO COLLECTIBLES, 1500 Clinton St., Buffalo, NY 14206-9911. 


7 CONTESTS 


1. Quiz over BLAKE'S 7: THE INSIDE STORY (You have to read the book.) 
2. Fan quiz (No, most of the answers are NOT in ORAC'S ODDITIES. ) 

3. Name the B7 episode the cover's images are from. 

4. Page 9 photo. Who is he. Who was his B7 character? What was the B7 
episode? What other Terry Nation series was he in. 

5. Blake, page 4. What B7 episode is this from? 

6. Nation, p. 3. That's not a Dalek. What is it? What B7 episodes was it in? 
7. How many goofs in this? List misspellings, typos & anything else you wish. 
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NEUTRAL ZONE 1997 REPORT 
by Val Westall (condensed) 


This is only the second con I've attended. | only discovered B7 
in 1992. Shame on me! 


| met Judith Proctor at the railway station and went on to the 
hotel room we were to share Friday through Monday morn- 
ing. A lot of people were due to arrive on Saturday. 


Come Saturday morning, | help Judith set up her dealer's 
table, and in return she helps me set up my drawings in the 
art show. | find out Gareth Thomas is to do the judging. 


When Sheelagh Wells and Joe + Nazzaro are selling copies of 
BLAKE'S 7: THE INSIDE STORY (great book!), | can't resist 
buying it--even though I've already ordered it from HORIZON. 
| can't wait. 


There are other fandoms here. In the dealers room, B7 is rep- 
resented by HORIZON and, of course, Judith, both doing 
B7 proud selling wonderful stuff. 


| met a lovely lady, Chris Blenkarn, and she kindly helps relieve 
us at Judith's dealer table when we are either stewarding or 
going to watch Paul and Gareth talk. They do the auction and 
are going at it “a storm.” They spark off each other. It's very 
amusing impromptu entertainment. 


Sadly, we are informed of Terry Nation's death a few days be- 
fore the con. Gareth asks us to give thanks for Nation's life. 


Later that night, Gareth puts on an unscheduled reading ses- 
sion and includes his own work of a portrayal of a miner trap- 
ped underground. This he hopes to include in a one man 
show. It's a riveting, moving, powerful performance. I'd never 
seen him perform— except for Blake and one other piece. His 
acting is stunning—first class. 


Then Judith and | join Gareth in the bar after we'd done some 
filking. We went to bed about 3 A.M. [Not all three together, 
I'm sure.] 


Sunday, Paul has breakfast with lucky Ginny Syn (another 
nice lady whom | later met) who won the bid in the auction 
for this. 


Paul has kindly agreed to sign one of my drawings for 
charity. He, also, auctions and sells it. 


At 10:10 A.M., Paul and Gareth gave an enjoyable talk, in- 
cluding anecdotes and jokes. Oneof Paul'sis about the 
Jewish kid with the nice watch his grandfather sold him on his 
deathbed. [Isn't it refreshing the British don't have to be so 
darn PC!! An American would get "lynched" for this joke.] 


Paul, talking of zines, reveals his favourite is THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE COIN, so Judith promptly displays a notice to 
this effect [with her zines]. 


The con continues with the raffle, guest panel, award pre- 
sentation, and closing ceremony. Hey, | get second prize in 
the art show! 


Then amazingly it's over. Lovely con. 


[/ want to thank Val for doing her FIRST ever con report. Her 
first con was WHO'S 7 1996. She hopes to make DELIVER- 
ANCE '98 her third con. Lucky lady, | think, to get cons with 

both Darrow and Thomas every time. ] 


DEALERS IN USED MATERIALS 


| recommend both. They do mailorder and _ are nice. 


Jim Rondeau, 1853 Fallbrook Ave., San Jose, CA 95130- 
phone 408-379-1893-- Ask for catalogs & send your want list. 


Cath Siebert, 4444 Parks Ave. # 12, La Mesa, CA 91491- 
6173—-phone 619-465-4364— Send her your want list. 


IN DEFENSE OF BLAKE 


Part Two: Terrorist or Freedom Fighter? 
by Faye Bull 


(condensed) 
‘Fight the good fight.' 


The question of whether Blake's 7 are terrorists or 
freedom fighters has arisen again recently. 


This subject is one that 1s very much open to in- 
terpretation: [would suppose that to members 

of the PLO or IRA. they are freedom fighters, but 
tothe victimsoftheir acts, they are terrorists. 
The issue rests solely on one's individual per- 
spective. 


Blake's 7 are not terrorists according 
to today's standards: they don't set bombs in 
shopping precincts, civilian air liners — or school 
buses. They are freedom fighters with violence 
the only recourse left to them. 


Certainly 


In 'The Way Back' Bran Foster _ tells his group 

about plansto sabatoge food plants. Troopers 
arrive, and despite the rebels' peaceful surrender, 
they are massacred. We know. also, from Blake 
that this 1s at least the second time _ this has 
happened. 


‘Evil flourishes while good men do nothing.’ 

Terry Nation certainly intended for the Federation 
to be perceived as evil, suppressing its citizens in 
every possible way. 


Certainly some officers withinthe Federation 
structure are good and decent. There have to be 
some good people everywhere. In 'Spacefall' Blake 
says he would like to put power back into the 
hands of the honest man. Perhaps it is a case of a 
corrupt few having seized power in the hierarchy 
and then increasing their hold for their own ends. 
It is now a gigantic bureaucracy ... where too much 
power is able to be concentrated in a hierarchy of 
greedy self seekers. Madame President __[Serva- 
lan] wiped out Auron to force them to co-operate. 
and as Sleer pacified whole planets. 


The whole point of Blake's 7 was a single man 
taking a stand. The bases attackedin Blake's 7 
are all legitimate military targets. [think Star 
One is also a justifiable target. It is a means of 
Federation control. The Federation has already 

shown itself to be utterly ruthless and peaceful 
means have failed dismally. 


It does boil down to the end justifies the means, 
the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the 
few. It is the same decision Truman had to make: 
drop two atomic bombs and killthousands, or 
invade Japan and see hundreds of thousands die. 


A lot of criticism has been aimed at Blake for 
being insane/idiotic/fanatical/obsessed, etc., et al 
ad nauseam. Obsessed with fighting the Federa- 
tion, yes, and justifiably soin my view, not so 
much for personal revenge but for its general 
corruption. Blake is a symbol and focal point: his 
drive and determination keep the rebellion going. 
To the 'people' he is a hero. It takes someone with 
drive and_ vision to stir others into doing some- 
thing constructive too. 


Is it sexual discrimination that Cally also doesn't 
come in forthe same amount of  emticism? <l- 
though gentle and kind. she is a trained guerilla 
fighter. and 'may you die alone and silent’ and 
‘companions for our death' --both pretty strong 
stuff--are her favourite curses. Admittedly Blake 
is the central character, but the poor man can't 
seem to please anyone. 


On the one hand. he is accused of being a wimp. | 
would prefer Blake to remain unsullied by any 
violent or callous acts. whereas others applaud his 
moments of ruthlessness as demonstrating some 
fibre/mettle. In 'Breakdown' when Blake threat- 
ened Kayn, Avon and Vila look impressed. It still 
makes me cringe for my hero as_ it seems out of 
character. The gratuitous destruction of Sarah 
and Co. in 'Mission to Destiny' when he booby- 


trapped the airlock has often puzzled me. Yet as | 
said, others think this tougher. meaner Blake 1s 
more likely to win against the Federation. But at 
what a cost? 


Surely it is just this sort of callous behavious that 
is likely to spawn aterrorist, and I _ can't see 
followers being particularly inspired by it. The 
bounty hunter Blake is hardly the —_ messiah-like 
idealist he started out as, totally aside from the 
fact that I can't envisage Blake... turning them 
{criminals] in to raise funds. However, it seems to 
be generally accepted that 'Blake' was an insidious 
Federation plot and should therefore be disre- 
garded. 


In my opinion though, the fourth season 'Scorpio' 
crew fitthe terrorist bill more accurately, 
especially as they can't quite seem_ to decide 
whether their purpose in life is to save the galaxy 
or to get rich quick. 
, IDOB cont. on page 7 


[DOB cont. 


Interestingly enough. the Americans seem _ to be 
more sympathetic towards Blake than the English 
(and Australians and Kiwis by virtue of their Eng- 
lish extraction?). [Faye 1s a New Zealander.| Per- 
haps this is the result of being prmed_ by their 
cultural heritage of idolizing heroes. whether they 
are U.F.P. captains fighting evil aliens, or revolu- 
tionaries throwing off the repressive colonial pow- 
er. Americans are also very vocal in defending 
their constitutional mghts and personal freedoms. 
which is exactly the cause Blake 1s championing. 


One dictionary definition of terrorist 1s: a person 
who believes in government by fear or the attempt 
to gain one's political aims by fear and __ violence. 
This description fits the Federation. Blake, how- 
ever, is fighting for, not terrorizing the oppressed 
masses. His motivation is not mindless _ retalia- 
tory destruction, but the concrete aim of — under- 
mining a corrupt administration, and in my book 
this. coupled with the choice of non-civilian tar- 
gets, makes him a freedom fighter. At the very 
least. I feel Blake deserves credit for standing up 
not just for himself but for others, too. Terrorists 
aren't usually altruistic. 


Part 3 is in Spetember's issue. Anyone wishing the full 
unedited text can get it from me. I've cut out perhaps 25%. 


ACTIO N—the 3rd tape of the 
TOGETHER AGAIN series 


Sheelagh Wells now has three one hour audio tapes with 


the stars of BLAKE'S 7 that she calls the TOGETHER 
AGAIN tapes. Wells and Joe Nazzaro try to keep 
things in order. There's lots of laughter on the tapes, and 


everything is fairly informal. The tapes are a combination 


ofold and new stories: atleast.some of the _ stories 
are new to me. 


The first is BLAKE'S BACK (1995) which is Paul 
Darrow and Gareth Thomas reminiscing about their days 
as Avon and Blake. There's a darling color photo on the 


front of both Darrow and Thomas which is quite flattering 


to both. It's supposedly the first time in 15 years the 
two actors have talked together. In the tape, Wells tells 
about the time her bum got lovingly "checked." Darrow 


talks about Hardcord Leather as well as how Avon started 


shooting people in the back. Thomas recounts one time 
when he left hanging by one hand forty feet up in the air. 


The second tape, LIBERATORED (1996), has a really 


wounderful photo of Michael Keating, Darrow, and 
Thomas called "Bound and Gagged." [This delightful 
photo I bought several copies of from Sheelagh & these 
are some of my contest prizes.] Michael Keating, just as 
Vila did, adds delight to the mayhem. The first side is 
Keating and Thomas. Keating explains how the three of 
them first met when he was eight. The second side is all 
three. Thomas tells what he whispered in Avon's ear (dur- 
ing rehearsal) as Blake fell at the end of "Blake." Darrow 
tells the REAL reason he smiled at the end of "Blake." 


The third tape has Stephen Greif, the first Travis, along 
with all the others, and it's called ACTION (1997). The 


picture of Greif is cute, but it's not as nice as ones on the 
first two tapes, Idon't think. [Remember that I am very 
biased, and Blake & Avon are featured on the first two.] 
The first side has Greif. Darrow, and Thomas for a few 

minutes and then Keating and Thomas. Keating talks 

about Avon's "Intergalactic sandwich" and later on how it 
took three months for one show to be finished. 


cont. at bottom next column 


NEWS ON THE ACTORS 


(Ok, ok, just some of them...) 


BLAKE'S 7 repeats on GOLD-- May 11, 1997 Gold started the 3rd or 4th full 

repeat of BLAKE'S 7. "Blake" 
was shown May 4th, and "The 
Way Back" was on May 11th. It 
shows at 10A.M. on Sundays. 


Jan Chappell as Cally went from 
strong guerrilla with interesting 
curses to being a pretty acces- 
sory in long flowing dresses on the 
flight deck. Cally's first episode 
is TIME SQUAD; her last is 
TERMINAL (or RESCUE”). 


Jan Chappell was in MACBETH and THE GENERAL FROM AMERICA. 
Will be at Deliverance '98, March 27-29, 1998--B7's 20th anniversary con. 


Brian Croucher--(TV) Still a regular on EASTENDERS. (Our local 
KOCE version is 1995 so we have a while to wait.) 


Paul Darrow - THE NOVEL OF QUEEN-—THE EYE based on the CD 
Rom game & other merchandise originally to surface in March now set for 
September. Paul's now doing voiceovers introducing BBC 1 programming. 
AVON is auctioning off his boots for charity, and last | heard the bidding 
had hit 450 pounds. Will be at Deliverance ‘98. (Bootless?) 


Stephen Greif was on TV 4/Sin CRIME TRAVELLER. Will be at 
Deliverance ‘98. 


Michael Keating = wasin COMMUNICATING DOORS. Will be at 
Deliverance '98. 


Terry Nation died March 9, 1997. Part of Deliverance '98 (3/27-9, 1988) 
will be a tribute to him. We mourn his passing. See article. 


Steven Pacey-- BY JEEVES didn't win any of the Oliviers (Britain's Tony), 
itwas nominated for in March. Pacey was up for best actor as Bertie 
Wooster which is quite an honor. He got wonderful reviews. Pacey was in 
Noel Coward's BLITHE SPIRIT at the 1997 Chicester Festival (box office 
01243 781312) through June 17th. Other stars were Maureen Lipman, 
Twiggy Lawson (yes, Twiggy) & Belinda Lang. The director was Tim Luscombe. 


Jacqueline Pearce-will be at Deliverance ‘98 (and so will her "clone" 
who was such a hit at Who's 7, 1996 !) 


Josette Simon was on TV 3/10 in KAVANAGH. 


Gareth Thomas--Received good reviews as Big Daddy in CATONA 
HOT TIN ROOF which just finished May 31st. The DUNDEE COURIER 
said, "Towering over the family, literally and metaphorically, is Big Daddy, 
given a_ fine big performance in Gareth Thomas's playing.” Also, earlier 
this year, CARLTON-SELECT (ls that a channel or a cigarette?) repeated 
his 1991 series WE ARE SEVEN. Will be at Deliverance '98. 


Sheelagh Wells--She and Joe Nazzaro have done 3 audio tapes and one 
book. See later reviews. She'll be at Deliverance '98; Nazzaro, at Visions '97. 


ACTION cont. 


The second side is Greif, Darrow, and Thomas. Greif reveals Darrow got 
him the job as Travis and that he and Thomas had met years before 
when Thomas was wearing a beard and leotard. [I assume he was wear- 
ing MORE than just that.] Greif fits smoothly in and adds a lot of 
charm. Topics include SHANE in Welsh and HAMLET in Spanish. 


| highly recommend all three tapes. Americans can buy each tape tor 
$15 (includes p&p) from Sheelagh Wells, 20A New Road, Brentford, 
Middlesex TWS ONX, UK. Make checks out to her. HORIZON sells 
the tapes to its members (English and otherwise), and Wells charges 
the same. It's £7.50 per tape , but postage is anywhere from 60 pence to 
+£1.90, depending on where you live and what else you buy. 


If your budget is low, I'd recommend buying the first tape and then 
buying the rest as you can afford them, as opposed to buying the third 
tape first. While there's not a real definite progression, | just think 
it's preferable to buy them in the order done--unless you are a total 
Travis 1 fan and want to indulge your passion first. 


B7 CLUBS 


Send SASE or SAE with IRC's or $1. My data isn't complete. 


ON THE WING--Tarrant APA. SASE Leigh Moto'oka, 79-B Jackman Dr., 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-1229. This is dedicated to the decorative and 
resourceful one. Published 4 times a year. $15 a year USA. Foreign, 

inquire. SASE first. Leigh's E-mailis 73450.155@compuserve.com. 

Leigh, also, has a website listed later. 


RALLYING CALL~BLAKE APA. SASE Sue Clerc, 131 Baldwin Ave., 
Bowling Green, OH 43402. This is dedicated to the idealistic hero the series 
is named after. (Must be that curls inspire APAs?) Published 4 times a year. 
Please SASE first. Sue's E-mail is sclerc@bgnet.bgsu.edu. About $15 a 
year USA. Foreign, inquire. Sue's website is listed later. 


AVON--Ann Bown, 37a Byfleet Ave., Old Basing, Basingstroke, Hamp- 
shire RG24 7HR, England (fournf a year, Avon and Darrow are the main 
emphasis- You expected it to be Vila?) They offer a lot of zines for sale. 
(And Blake's even in some of them.) USA is $20 cash, $27 check, or 11. 


HORIZON--Kathy Sterry, 8 Watercrook Mews, Westlea, SWINDON, 
Wilts. SNS 7AS, England. (2 or more n/a year; general B7 news and items) 
These are bign/, with many photos. (I just paid $32 for renewal-- 4 n/ air 
USA. Surface is cheaper. Prices vary. This covers all of B7, though often it's 
very Avon oriented. Website listed later. ** Various n/s list other new member 
contacts & different website addresses. It gets confusing.) 


HORIZON's supreme commander is Diane Gies, 18 Holt Rd., North 
Wembley, Middlesex HAO 3PS, UK. E-mail is Diane@Horizon.org.uk. 
Her phone is 0181-904-5588. 


THE FOLLOWING TWO USED TO BE BLAKE'S 7 N/LAND NOW ARE 
MM ,OFTEN WITH LITTLE B7 NEWS. 


ORAC--ORAC, P.O. Box 566123, Dallas, TX 75356-6123, USA. 6nila 
year called Tarriel Cell-THIS IS M/M. USA $12 & foreign is $18. Website 
listed later. (Many of the B7 ads in this are outdated or downright —_ defunct.) 


SEVERAL UNLIMITED-Several Unlimited, POB1766, Bellaire, 
Texas, 77402-1766, USA 6n/la year called Notes from the Underground 
THIS IS M/M. Ask to buy the Blake print by T’Pell. USA $12 & foreign $16, 

ayable September 1st. 


Avon and Gan prayed that THIS time 
Blake would pass the engineering re- 
certification exam. Then he could get 
a REAL job and stop being a rebel. 


NET SITES & |have nada clue what this means 


TARRANT FANS 

Tarrant on the Internet: 

http://members.aol.comfeighmoftarrant.htm (includes links to pages for 
Steven Pacey & By Jeeves (SP was Bertie Wooster) 

Avon/Tarrant Web site:http:/Awww.geocities.com/TelevisionCity/2967 


BLAKE'S 7 OR BLAKE FANS 
http:www.bgsu.edu/~sclerc/Blakes7.html 


CLERC'S SITE IS LISTED in the 1996 Wolff book called THE GUIDE 
TO THE BEST SCI FI ON THE INTERNET. 


HORIZON FAN CLUB 
Horizon E-mail —-horizon@dircon.co.uk 
Horizon web site—http:/Avwww.horizon.org.uk 


ORAC FAN CLUB 
http://rampages.onramp.net/~jisham/orac.htm 


JUDITH PROCTORIWAVENEY ZINES 
Proctor E-mail-100031 .604@compuserve.com 
Web page with zine extracts—http:/Avww.hermit.org/Blakes7 


B7 ZINES AVAILABLE 


SASE them, or SAE them with $1 or 2IRCs. NOT all details are given. (And 

some info may be incorrect.) MANY PUBLISHERS carry gen, adult, and 

slash works in several fandoms. Age statement needed (ASN) for non-gen 
works. State your preferences when asking for catalogs and flyers. 


THE SEVEN LIVE ON # 10--87 genzine--$15 US & $23 Foreign 
(This is basically the price for TSLO series.) SASE for other zines. 


THE SEVEN LIVE ON # 11 is due July. SASE. $5 deposit, also, 
accepted. Karen Rae Travers, 24 Cynthia Road, Seekonk, MA 02771-1806. 


AVON'S SEVEN # 1--B7 genzine that's fairly new--$11 US/Canada 
& Overseas $14 or $18 (air) 

AVON'S SEVEN # 2 is taking submissions. Brenda Cunningham, 
Box 123, Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, Canada SOH OBO. 


PATTERN OF INFINITY--87 genzine where B7 characters are put in 
other time periods. $11 or 13 (Ist) US;$12 or 13 (air) CAN;$13 or 16(air) 
UK/Eur.; $13 or 18(air) Pac. 

WHAT ON EARTH HAPPENED TO YOU, a Blake genzine, is 
due September. The reduced Westall Blake on p. 6 may be in WOEHTY. 
SASE. Nicole Petty, 3140 Tina Lane, Marietta, GA 30066 Internet: 
npetty@mindspring.com 


BELOVED ADVERSARY & = sequel 


A DELICATE BALANCE--87 gen novels by Sondra Sweigman— 
These are a few years old. $29 US for both or $17 US if ordering just one-- 
Resch has many offerings, gen--and adult and / (ASN). SASE. Kathy 
Resch, P.O. Box 1766, Temple City, CA 91780 


A GUIDE TO BLAKE'S 7 EROTICAisa catalog of all known B7 
adult material, straight and slash. Listings by author and title, regular 
updates planned. $13 US, $15 Canada, $17 Europe, $19 Pacific Rim. Sarah 
Thompson, 4 Loockerman Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-4906. Internet: 
s.thompson8@genie.com 


TENTS OF GOTH, Vol. 1~ 87 genzine— New ine out by Egrorian 
Press, David Sanderson editor. $7 plus US postage of $1.30 or $3 (Ist). 
Others inquire. David Sanderson, 3784 West 3280 South, West Valley City, 
UT 84120. E-mail dsanders@library.utah.edu 


REFRACTIONS # 3 is m/mgenzine with some 87. SASE or SAE 
to Kathryn Andersen, 5 Epsom Court, Donvale VIC 3111, Australia. 
Waveney Zines agents. 


THE VOID AFLAME, LIKE A BONFIRE~87 gen novel by Irene 
Stubbs --$8 US, $10 Foreign, $11.50 Pac. 

ISLANDS--87 post GP novella (Blakeless) by Roberta Stuemke—$7 US, 
$9 Foreign, $10.50 Pac. 

CIRCLES-sequel to above -$13 US, $15 For., Pac.$16.50 
WAVES-sequel to above—$18.50 US, $21 For., Pac. $23 

Sharon Monroe, 3369 Rolling Hills Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 


THE COST OF THE CHEESEBOARD-The | third B7 story of 
series mixing B7 fans, characters & actors. $12 US; $15 cash or-t 10 cash 
foreign. Beth Friedman, 4242 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN SS406 


PHOENIX 1—netzine with Tarrant —http:/Avww iinet.aw~parallax/cover.htm| 
TRANZENDENCE-ORAC CLUB proposed zine will be a netzine 


WAVENEY ZINES 
Judith Proctor, 28 Diprose Rd., Corfe Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3QY, 
GB. Cheques must be in pounds. She accepts American CASH. 
WAVENEY HAS B7 GEN—ADULT & SLASH ZINES (ASN). SASE for 
flyers. Reprints change format, art & text. Americans can buy Proctor’s 
zines from Maverick Press. (SASE MP. Address later.) Australians can 
buy from Pat Fenech. (Send SAE. 11 Lincoin St., Stanmore, New South 
Wales 2048, Australia.) Waveney Zines agents MP in the UK /Eur. 


STAR THREE--87 genzine-$26 CASH US ;112 UK &+ 13.20 Eur. 


STAR ONE & STAR TWO--B7 genzine— $5 CASH each US; 


+3.50 each UK & + 4.20 each Europe. 
zine list cont on nage g 


4INES cont. ( 
THE WAY BACK~ 87 genzine-$19 CASH US;t8 UK&t9.25Eur.. | 


| 
$10 CASH_ US; + 4.30 UK &+ 5 Europe. | 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN (reprint 87 story sequel to above) | 
$9 CASH US:+ 3.80 UK &t. 4.50 Europe. | 
LIMITATIONS~Gan story-$5 CASH US ; + 2.20UK &t 2.80 Europe. | 
DERELICTS-—Bryn Lantry B7 story, reprint- | $12 CASH US; + 5.50 UK | 
&t 6.20 Europe. | 
THE MACHIAVELLI FACTOR-Lillian Shepherd B7 novel, reprint | 
$16 CASH US; + 11.50 UK &+ 12.70 Europe. Great Jean Kluge Blake cover. | 
THE ROAD TO HELL-— reprints of the only five B7 stories Suzan | 
Lovett ever wrote (from POWERPLAY 1, 2 & THOSE WHO FAVOR FIRE)- ! 
$16 CASH US; + 6.60 UK &t 7.50 Eur. Lovett's stories are great. | 
SEVENCYCLOPAEDIA~Neil Faulkner's reference work. (He needs to 
doa 2nd one.) $22 CASH US; + 10 UK & t 11 Europe. | 
THE LAST BEST HOPE-reprint of Melody Clark's gen novel-$16 
CASH US; +7.50UK & + 8.50 Europe. j 
THE LONG WAY BACK (slash sequel to above) coming soon. ASN | 
JABBERWOCKY-Sheila Paulson's famous B7 gen post-GP series with 
the silly name (but buy it anyway). This has 14 books/volumes. 

VOL.1-4 $26 CASH US, +11 UK &+ 12.20 Europe 

VOL. 5-8 $20CASH US, + QUK&t10 Europe 

VOL. 9-13$22CASHUS, +t950UK&+t 10.50 Eur. | 
14—MALODAR --the latest book & NOT A REPRINT (Not sure of price) 
FOUR ADULT STORIES (of JABBERWOCKY) (I'm not sure of title- 
or price) These 4 fit inbetween various books. Two are slash. (ASN) 
Reprints. #14 & this adult optional addition together are $22 CASH US. 
FORBIDDEN STAR~ADULT B7 zine (mainly slash stories)-ASN—$18 | 
CASH US;+ 8.50 UK &+ 9.50 Europe 
FORBIDDEN STAR # 2 is accepting submissions. 
Puppeteer—Bryn Lantry 87 slash story, revised. REPRINT. ASN $12 
CASH US; + 5.50 UK & + 6.20 Europe. 


MAVERICK PRESS 
Jo Ann McCoy, Maverick Press, 2580 I-25 North, Pueblo, CO 81008-9614. (| 
is for Interstate.) Maverick Press agents Waveney Zines in the US. SASE 
for WZ prices. WZ agents all of MP in the UK & Europe. Since Pat Jacquerie 
of STRAIGHT BLAKES, etc., is ill, MP may be doing more zines. MP offers 
gen--and adult & / (ASN). SASE. Checks to Jo Ann McCoy. American $ only. 


DEADLIER THAN THE MALE—new B7 zine (gen—adult & /, ASN) 
about B7's dangerous women of B7. Some writers are Breshears, Mendez, 
and Faulkner (Neil, not William). $20 US, $22 Can., $24 UK, Eur., $26 Pac. 
STRAIGHT BLAKE'S 3- ADULT heterosexual B7 anthology with 
just a few Blake stories including Catherine's "The Temptation” (B/Servalan). | 
ASN. $18 US, $20 Can., $22 UK, Eur., $24 Pac. (SB 1 & 2 aren't listed .) 
RISK--Wiseguy and B7 slash zine-ASN--B7 stories by Shannon (a WG/B7 
crossover) , Lantry & others. $15 US, $22 UK/Europe, $24 Pac. 
LIBERATOR FANTASIES-a new B7/zine, accepting submissions- 
Send to Maverick Press or E-mail Tashamccoy@aol.com 

DARK FANTASIES 1-5—mm slash zine, each having some B7. Not 
for the timid. SASE for flyers. US prices from $15 to $23. 

DF 1 has 3 B7 stories, including Franklin's "Control," ASN--$18 US, 

$20 Can., $$22 UK/ Eur., $24 Pac. 

DF 2 has 3 B7 stories including Allister & Patryck’s "Scars," ASN-$23 US, 
$25 Can., $$27 UK/Eur. $29 Pac. 

DF 3 has 4 B7 stories, including Irish’s "Orbital Aberration," ASN-$15 US, 
$17 Can., $19 UK/Eur., $22 Pac. 

DF 4 has 387 stories, including JacquerieS, "A Marketable Commodity,” 
ASN--$18 US, $20 Can., $22 UK/Eur., $24 Pac. 

DF 5 has 2 B7 stories, including Irish's "Sole Victory," ASN-$20 US, 

$22 Can., $24 UK/Eur., $26 Pac. 

DARK FANTASIES 6 is taking submissions. Use same information as 
for LIBERATOR FANTASIES. 


LATEST MERCHANDISE I KNOW ABOUT 


BLOKE'S 7--Reprint of 1988 cartoon strip. $4 US each copy 
includes postage. SPACE RAT PRESS (Check to this name), 
POB 422, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 


DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS MAN? 


This actor played in one of Terry Nation's famous series as 
well as having a bit part in one B7 episode. It was small but 
quite "explosive." See if you can name the actor and the B7 
episode he played in as well as his character's name. (Hints: 
It's during the first two seasons. One ofhis linesis, “You 
shouldn't believe everything you read.") Bonus: What was 
the other famous Nation series he was in? 


a 


FAN QUIZ (about fan things & B7 trivia) 


1.WhatWwho is the biggest B7 club now? 

2. What four years did B7 originally run on BBC? 

3. How many Scorpio cons were there? How many Who's 7? 
4. So far, how many cons have both Darrow and Thomas 
attended at the same time? 

. Who writes JABBERWOCKY? 

. Who writes HELLHOUND? 

. Who did (produced) FIFTH SEASON? 

. Who did DOWN & UNSAFE? 

. How many GAMBITS (USA) were there? 

10. How many RAISING HELLS were there? 

11. How many POWERPLAYS? 

12. Who did REBEL? 

13. Who did FREEDOM CITY GAZETTE? 

14. Whowrites & draws BIZARRO? 

15. Name two people (fans) that manufacture a wide variety 
of B7 bears. 

16. What B7 actor played the Sheriff of Nottingham in an early 
series? 

17. What B7 actor has been nominated twice for a BAFTA as 
best actor ina TV show? BONUS: Do you know what the two 
shows are? 

18, What B7 actor has been nominated for an Olivier for best 
actor in a play? 

19. What do the names Virgil, TACS, Lovett, Phoenix, and 
Rosenthal have in common? 

20. What one actor was in all 52 episodes of B7? 

21. What model company did a petite & larger LIBERATOR? 
22. How many B7 MONTHLIES and specials were there? 
(the total number of issues) 

23. Cally and Blake were in a TV show after B7. What was it? 
24. Avon killed his real life wife in what B7 episode? The 
actress who is "Avon's wife" appeared later in two TV shows 
with Blake. Name one. 

25. She was in DOCTOR WHO, BLAKE'S 7, WHITE 
MISCHIEF, and PRINCESS CARABOU. Who is she? 

26. His TV roles include the writer Thackeray, the scientist 
Adam Brake, the wimpy alien Shem, and acon artist pretend- 
ing to be a swami holding a seance with the dead. Who is he? 
27. His TV roles include Sir Anthony Eden, Sir Thomas 
Doughty, and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Who is he? 

28. What con did the two Travises appear at? 

29. What TV show were the two Travises in? 

30. What show was Travis 2 and Cally in. 

BONUS: “Blake” has been in a TV show with another one of 
the original seven men. Who was it? What was the name of 
the series? Of the episode? 


OONODW 


CAUGHT IN THE NEUTRAL ZONE 
by Ginevra Syn (condensed) 


Thanks to dear old BritRail, | was so delayed | got to Newcastle about 6:45 
PM on March 14. At least my cabbie knew the Forte Posthouse. My reward at 
the desk was Gareth Thomas! Now that made everything worthwhile! 


Ahem...there were drawbacks; not the least being that despite Diana Lawson 
(chief NZ organizer) also meeting me at the desk, first it took awhile to get just 
my ‘generic packet'--then nobody mentioned that the sole autograph session 
arranged for NZ had just started. According to Ms. Lawson, we'd have lots of 
time that weekend to get autographs on our own. (Not hardly.) 


Thus, my Friday evening was spent getting to know my Con rommate. Besides 
the great hotel, | really lucked out. Alex was a petite, fun redhead who definitely 
was a kindred spirit. To my surprise, she was really into the Video Room--me, | 
always go for the actors and “shopping” for Blake's 7 stuff. 


Saturday, 15 March: Up early to hit the Dealers’ Room, my first delightful 
discovery was Joe Nazzaro and Sheelagh Wells __ with copies of their 
masterpiece BLAKE'S 7: THE INSIDE STORY. It was quite a shock when Joe 
informed me that B7 creator Terry Nation had died earlier in that week . 

[ Nation died on Sunday, March 9th. The con started Friday, March 14th. | 


Later, a gleeful Gareth mentioned that he had volunteered to fetch Paul Darrow 
from the airport; it seems the bars are open there much earlier. Evidently, he 
hadn't shared that with Paul. Paul's greeting was nicely warm and pleasing. 


Compared to the Dealers’ Rooms at Who's7 and Visions in ‘96, 
Neutral Zone '97 proved a treasure trove of goodies. Horizon, the Blake's 7 
Appreciation Society was the clear winner with tons of photos in all sizes 
(even snagged a bunch for Stateside friends), and kitchen magnets. Hey, it's 
only money. [/recommend HORIZON merchandise, too. | 


Both Judith Proctor and artist Val Westall were lurking about [ perhaps on the 
lookout for Servalan—or the Borg Queen?]. Judith's voice had partially 
recovered. Besides spotting a great selection of fanzines, | came away with a 
very nice addition to my B7 art collection, thanks to Val-whom | was quite 
pleased to meet at last, since she did many illos for the Avon APA BATTLE- 
STATIONS! as well as GAMBIT [Both are defunct now.] and other fanzines. 


Oops—made it into the Charity Auction just as Gareth started the almost- 
traditional ‘ceremony’ wherein he and Paul auction each other. Yes, | did get 
into a bidding war with someone over Mr. Darrow--and won! 


Oddly, Paul took but one-third the time to award Gareth to another young lady. 
(If | ever made it to a con, there'd be the mother of all bidding wars for Gareth 
for breakfast! Sigh... | do so envy everyone who goes to these cons.] 


The Masquerade contest had two particular highlights for me: standing next to 
Gareth by the ballroom wall, | got the lovely full effect when he started singing 
along to “It's Not Unusual"--how was he to know I'll never hear T. Jones 
anymore, |'ll always recall his vocal delivery?; and, entering to Aerosmith's 
"Dude Looks Like a Lady,” the Borg Queen strutting her/his stuff. Naturally, 
she/he was the overwhelming winner. 


Since Paul had earlier checked with me on the time of our upcoming breakfast 
date, | headed back to the room. With all the catching upon _— events and 
videos, Alex and | didn't get to sleep til wee hours--myself not til 3:00 AM. 


Sunday, 16 March: Lucky me-rising at 7:30 AM, in order to prepare for 
breakfast with Paul Darrow. | chose rather formal wear—from the Forever 


Knight/Nigel Bennett wardrobe, a great navy blue jacket dripping with gold braid 


and brass buttons. [ It's an actual costume Bennett wore that Ginny got at 

another con. ] A true challenge, all those buttons. So, | barely arrived on time: 
Yeah, | was a bit worried 'cos Gareth came up from the lobby with me. (He is 

not generally on time.) 


Fortunately, Paul and | were given the first corner table. We both needed a caf- 
feine fix. He did insist on my trying their northern bacon. "You are supposed to 
eat the fat, you know!” | prefer Western-style: lean and crispy. Such a pleasant 
change to just visit with him; and he even made it to his 10:00 AM panel. 


A couple more infamous incidents: Poor Paul not killing me for asking just 
what role he had worn the least for, and would he please elaborate on that: and 
The Gift of the Red Nose, wherein Gareth entered the ballroom to hand a red 
clown nose to Darrow. After some harrassment, Paul gamely donned it, putting 
on a high squeaky voice. Drat! ‘Blake’ simply refused to model said schnozz. 


Gad--Couldn't believe NZ had a second Charity Auction: as | lack resistance 
and sense, my further penance included an autographed Richard Biggs (BS) 


FAN SALES 
BLAKE'S 7/Dr. Who/Sci-Fi/TV tie-ins Sale: For large list of fan/prozines, 
books, etc., send $1.00 or 4 32¢ stamps to Ginny Syn, 342 South 200 East, 
Brigham City, UT 84302-2616. Other lists available: Star biographies, 
Children's Books & Comics, Horses & Dogs, Sports, History, Romance, 
Mystery. Each extra list: SO¢ (801) 723-7898. 


B7 MONTHLIES, photostickers, etc. SASE. J. Bowen. (address on cover) 


WANTED 


OLDER, hard-to-find BLAKE'S 7 fanzines (especially British material, 
novelizations, etc.) & prozines with B7 articles (like older DWBs). Send list 
with condition & price to G. Syn. (address above) 


CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSETS! |'d like old items, especially old LZs & 
clubzines like LPF, Signals from Scorpio & Horizon nis 8 & 9 [only 
ORIGINALS of these last 2 items wanted]. If cheap, I'll buy things in bulk 
w/o specific listings. Otherwise, give me details. J. Bowen (address on cover) 


SOMEONE TO RESEARCH GARETH THOMAS'S credits better and get 
more info on some old shows. AVON has Darrow’s credits back to 8/23/63, 
complete with episode title! If anyone has access to "archival materials" or a 
collection of RADIO TIMES, please contact me. | can start you off with aS 
page credits listing. J. Bowen (Well, who else did you expect?) 


Gosh, 1963!! I was still 
in school. So why am | 
the guy with 


. : _ 
as the white hair’ 


this photo--Neutral Zone '97. 


Julia Jones--Cover photo & 
Both have been altered. 


CAUGHT IN THE NEUTRAL ZONE cont. 


photo, a really gorgeous 2nd Season Kerr Avon original drawing signed by both 
the artist Val Westall and Paul Darrow, and a Star Wars poster. One pair of 
auctioneers tried to turn me up sweet by dubbing me "Sergeant Pepper” in 
honor of my jacket. 


Just have to mention that both Paul and Gareth were saddened by the passing 
of Terry Nation. Gareth reminded all the fans at the beginning and closing of 
the Neutral Zone con of Terry's wonderful contributions to sci fi, and had the 
con dedicated to his memory. 


Now, if Paul would just let me know why he spent the rest of Sunday 
scrupulously avoiding me... 


[Thanks, Ginny, for the report. Ginny is a veteran con-goer. She's met 
Darrow and Thomas many times. She enjoys lots of fandoms and is an avid 
collector of lots of things. OK, Ginny, what role did Paul wear the least in? ] 


JUDITH PROCTOR, also, shared a Neutral Zone report, but 
there wasn't space for it. It'll probably appear in AVON or 
HORIZON or both. (It's on the net.) She gives additional 
details which you'll find interesting, such as___ the story of 
Gareth and Gelert. (She, also, gives both answers to ques- 
tion 17 on page 9.) NEUTRAL ZONE '97 was a great con. 


FINAL WORDS FROM ME 


SEPTEMBER IS THE LAST ISSUE. CONTRIBUTE TO IT 
BY 9/1/97. SEND THE QUIZ ANSWERS BY AUGUST 


si@ 15th. READ THE DELIVERANCE FORM CAREFULLY. 


ALPHA GRADE BEARS 
ifr Pe 


Fully jointed ‘arms, legs & 
7 movable) piusn Teday 8 
inches tall. 


4 Berr Avon, Roj Bear-iake, Vila 
am Bearstal, Denna Stannis, Del 

ea Berrant, Travis the Space 
CommandBear, and Servaian the 
Supreme CommandBear. 


All but Del Berrant are $35.00 
1 including first class postage. Serrant 
~.._j is larger and costs $40.00. 


with silver tunic, black knit undershirt, 
black pants, black & silver belt. 
Roj Bear-lake is a burly brindled 
light brown fellow who comes in 
green & brown vest over cream shirt 
with brown pants & beit. 

Berrant is light beige curly fur and 
comes with light blue tunic with silver 
studs, black & silver studded belt, 
light blue pants. 

Vila Bear-stal is dark brown with 
light eyebrows and comes with a 
blue-grey multi-pocketed outfit. 
Denna Stannis has long, blonde 
fur and comes with a black & white 
star-dotted blouse with silver trim and 
black pants with a silver belt. 

Travis is a one-patched Panda 
wearing Federation black. Eye either 
blue or brown. 

Servalan has very short black fur, 
and is wearing black and white gown 
with pearl bodice. 


Other outfits are available for Avon, 
Bear-lake and Serrant. 


Send SASE for Color photo-flier if you 
need to see to fall in love. 
Marian Mendez 
3500 £. 9th Lane 
Hialeah FI. 33013-3120 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 
ALPHA GRADE BEARS BY MARIAN MENDEZ BEAR-LAKE'S 7 


Xeroxing doesn't show the bears well. Color photo-fliers, which show the bears in detail, are 
available when you send a SASE. (Foreign: send $1.00 or 2 IRCs and your address.) 


Marian Mendez, 3500 E. 9th Lane, Hialeah, FL 33013-3120 


Basically, all bears but BERRANT are $35, including postage USA. Berrant is $40. Foreign 
will be minus $3 plus whatever postage is. (Perhaps $10 surface.) 


The 7 bears available are listed on other side with their main costume described. 

Avon, Roj Bear-lake, Berrant, Vila Bear-stal, Denna Stannis, Travis, Servalan. 

(Servalan is not pictured, because she's still in front of the mirror arranging her fur. Berrant is 
wearing his optional red costume, and not the one described.) 


THE MAIN OUTFIT IS $10. For Avon, Roj Bear-lake, and Berrant, other outfits are available. 
To order these three with a different outfit than the outfit listed that the bears come with, 
subtract $10 from the price (remember Berrant is more), and add the price of the outfit you 
want. Prices are listed below with descriptions. But no cross-dressing, please. (And that 
doesn't mean what you think it does!) Each bear's clothing only fits the bear it was designed for. 


You may order additional outfits when you order bears for the prices listed below. There is no 
extra postage charge for one or more extra outfits. If ordering separately, add $3.00 postage 
USA for one or more outfits. (Foreign postage will perhaps be an added $3-5 surface for one 
or more outfits.) 


AVON outfits: ‘ 

Normally comes with silver tunic,black knit undershirt, black pants, black & silver belt--$10 if 
ordered as a separate costume 

OPTIONS: 

Black leather tunic with silver studs across the chest & down the arms, black leather pants--$15 

Rumors of Death prisoner jumpsuit: pale green with zipper front, deliberately too long sleeves 
to roll up for the pathetic look--$8 

GP Avon-to-die-for outfit: black suede, leather, and black/white lame with loads of studs, pants, 
long over vest and long sleeved tunic--The materials are expensive, the silver studs 
alone costing $5, but the final effect is spectacular. $25 


ROJ BEAR-LAKE ouifits: 

Normally comes with green & brown vest over cream shirt with brown pants & belt--$10 if 
ordered as a Separate costume 

OPTIONS: 

silver leather & white X-bar outfit--$15 

shades of green V-necked, hooded outfit--$15 

Cream-colored Shadow outfit--$10 


BERRANT outfits: 
Normally comes with GP outfit: light blue tunic with silver studs, black & silver studded belt, 
light blue pants--$10 if ordered as a separate costume 
OPTIONS: 
DEATHWATCH outfit: black, white & silver braid tunic, black undershirt & pants, black belt--$10 
red outfit: star-studded red velvet over vest, red velvet black suede & black leather tunic, black 
knit undershirt, black suede pants, black suede belt---$15 


27/29 MARCH 1998 
at the Hanover International 
Hotel, Daventry. 


A convention to celebrate 
BLAKE’S SEVEN’S 20th 
< ANNIVERSARY and a 
Tribute to its Creator - 
TERRY NATION. 


DELIVERANCE ‘98 is a 
Blake’s 7 Convention, with 
all proceeds to be split 
between 2 chaniues. 
One is the Roy Kinnear Trust 
(set up in 1994 in memory of the 
late actor Roy Kinnear (Keiller 
in the B7 episode Gold) to 
establish a residennal 
home for young 


1338 
eq | Now-memoers || Non-wecmocrs 
ADD £5 ADD £5 


ces EI 
3 days child (8/15) | £20 || 222 || £28 | 

3 days family rate~ £115 || £125 || £150 | 

poole wih 4 ae £25 
profound — . 2 days child (8/15) | £15 | | £78 | | £23 | 
PORT 20° 225 | 225 | 

1 day child (8/15) | £10 || 272 || £78 | 
the Horizon Club since 1980 - but a een a ees 255 || £70 || e700] 


she’s not THAT old. reaily...) £100 
Se 
APOUCARLE: 


* JUDITH ROLLS (well known Supporting | £15 | | £15 | ay 
from her time on the committee of iMembership-~ = 
the successful Who's 7 


Conventions). HOTEL RATES: All rates are per person, per night and 
* JUDITH SMOTH (who, in her previous life as Judith include full English breakfast. Twin/Double £37.50; 
Cross, was the Blake’s Seven Production Secretary). Triple £27; Quad £24. Family rooms - children under 14 


sharing a room with parent are not charged for the room, 
but will be charged for any meals taken at the applicable 
rate. We regret that the Hanover Internatonal does not 
have any single rooms, but we nave negotiated an 
excellent price for single rooms at our overfiow norel. 
near by. Rooms at the Hanover International or at our 
overflow hotei must be booked through Deliverance. A 
non-refundable deposit of £10 per person must be paid 
when booking to secure your room. This wiil be deaucted 
from your hotel bill on departure. Please note you will be 
responsible for settling the remainder of your hotel bill 
direct with the hotel on departure. Deliverance will be 
happy to find you a sharer/sharers in 2 twin, tnple or 
quad room. 


More guest announcements soon... 


FURTHER 
INFORMATION 


* Family registration rate applicane 
for delegate pius partner and a 
maximum of 3 children under age 16: 
additional children at half the applicable 
child rate. Children under 8 admitted 
free accompanied by a paying adult. 


™ Supporting Membership - entties 
you to all Progress Reports, facility to 
upgrade to attending membership at 
current applicable rate, a copy of the 
Conventon Brochure/Programme. an 
8" x 10” colour photo of our Guests 
taken at the Convention and one tcket 
to a special Supporters Draw. 


Dealers - a special dealers room only 
rate will be available for dealers not 
wishing to attend the rest of the 
convention. Rates on appiication. 


Cancellation: In the event of 
cancellation. a refund of 75% wil be 
granted up to 20th September 1997, 
and 50% between 21st September and 
31st December ‘97. After 1st January 
‘98 refunds wil not be made, although 


1 consideration will be given under 


special carcumstances: evidence may 
be requested at the discretion of the 
committee. A!! cancellation cr 
amendment requests must be made in 
wnting. 


Admittance: Deliverance ‘98 reserves 
the right to refuse admittance. Full 
refunds wil be given in such cases. 


Hotel: The Hanover international is a 
beautiful 4 star hotel with 128 
bedrooms. all with en-suite bathrooms 
(inci. 4 specially adapted disabled 
rooms). Facilities include: large free car 
park, 20 conference rooms including a 
main hail that can seat 600 peopie, 
swimming pool, gym, sauna, solanum 
and jacuzzi. it is easily accessible by 
car from the M1 (J16 or J18) and the 
M40 (J11). Nearest stations are Rugby 
(15 mins) and Northampton (20 mins). 


Transport: It is intended that a 
minibus/taxi service will be organised 
at minimum cost between the rail 
station and to/from the convention hotel 
and overfiow hotel. Further information 
will be in the Progress Reports. 


Food: As well as full restaurant 
service. the convention will be 
arranaing for inexpensive fast food to 
be avaliable throughout the convention. 


Room Sharing: Deliverance ‘98 will be 
happy to match you up with a suitable 


Sharer at the note. All rooms "2ve 2 
doubie beds. ana extra Deas iz-DeaS) 
are avaliable for cnildren. 


Extra nights - supject to avalaoullty, 
the conventon rates are also avaiable 
for Thursaay 25th and Monaay =oth 
Marcn. 


Programme - there will be 2 ful and 
varied programme. inciuding guest 
talks. workshops. autograpns and 
pnotographs, fan workshops/panels. 
games. at least 2 video rooms. 
dealers rooms, quizzes, 
masquerade, chanty 
auction and mucn, 
much more. 


help us over the 
weekend - you will be rewaraea!. 
Please volunteer for stewarang etc... 


Data Protection Act: Delegates 
consent to their details being neid on 
computensed records for convenuon 
use only. 


Confirmation/Progress Reports: 
Please note that confirmation of 
registration will not be sent out until all 
payments have been cleared. There 
will be two Official Progress Reports - 
one around August/September ‘97: one 
in January ‘98. Horizon Club N/L's, 
news flash and Web Site wil carry 
Convention Updates. 


Horizon Membership - Current full 
members are eligible for a soecal £5 
discount on prepaid conventon 
registration prices. 


If you're not already a memoer and 
wish to join, thus qualifying fora 
discount, please take outa 
SUPPORTING Deliverance 
membership (reserving your note/ room 
if required, with the £10 hote: deposit) 
and tick the ‘Send me a Honzon 
application form’ box later in this flyer. 
Once you've joined the Club and 
received a membership numper. you 
can convert from Supporung to Full 
Membership using the Horzcn 
Member rate. 


HORIZON was formed in 1980 by fans 
wanting to share the appreciation of 
their favourite programme with other 
fans, and to spreac the wora to the 
unconverted. It is now the largest and 
longest running Blake's 7 club, 
recognised by the BBC as ine official 
fan ciub, with over 1500 members In 
both the UK and overseas. 
Membership includes a Mempersnip 
Cara. Club Badge and 4 professionally 
printed newsietters (90+pages long 


covers) containing news, views enc 
interviews. members letters 
compettons. pius theatre 270 
conventon reviews. modelling anc 
technical secuons. members ads. C= 
pais, etc. They also offer a vast range 
of mercnanaise inciuding: enotos 
padaes. fndge magnets. mugs, mcaE's 
mouse mats, siogan/photo/car suckers 
key rings, umorellas, tee ana sweat 
shirts. 87 Tecnnicai Manuais. 
interviews with many of the 
major cast and crew. 4nd 
‘Zines containing fen 
fiction ana 
amwork. Fuil 
y cetails can oe 
founda in the 
newsletters. The 
Club also keeps its members 
informed about anything occurring to 
do with 87. such as convenuons. 
actors’ appearances in films. theatre 
and TV, ana any other specail events. 
Reguiar local meetings are also neid 
enabling members to meet and Keep in 
touch in the UK. and we nope to 
encourage overseas mempe!s to find 
each other’ and set up their own local 
groups. Fund raising actvites are also 
arranged, plus theatre tnps. locaton 
visits, etc. HORIZON is a friendly club. 
welcoming members’ contmbutons to 
N/L's and ‘zines. 


A 


To join, please complete an application 
form and retum to the membersniD 
secretary. Membership rates - include 
Postage. UK £12: Europe £14: 
USA/Canada £19: Australia/NZ £20.75: 
Sea mail to all £14. 


AVAILABILITY OF ROOMS AT THE 
we expect the hatel to be booked 
We STRONGLY recommend you: 
register and book your rooms AS 


Judith Smith, DELIVERANCE, 
18 Bury Avenue. Newport 
Pagnell. Bucks, MK16 OED. 


QUERIES: Send an SAE to Judith 
Smith at the address above or 
telephone her on 01908-210184 
(8/10pm only or at weekends); 
telepnone Diane Gies on 0181-904 
5588, or by emailing 
Diane@horizon.org.uk. Or see tne 
Horizon Web Site 
http:/iwww.horizon.org.uk. \F you get 
our answer phone, leave your query for 
us to check the answer and then 
PLEASE CALL BACK ANOTHER 
TIME. 


Thank You. 


REGIS TRATIOW POW 


PAYMENT ACCEPTED: sterling cheque, postal order, bank draft, international money order payable to 
DELIVERANCE ‘98. Overseas - please ensure the form of money you send can be cashed in the UK without bank 
charges. US dollar payments accepted in US dollar personal cheques only (drawn on a US banks & converted at the 
current rate of exchange for SELLING dollars - ask your bank). US$ cheques MUST be payable to ‘Horizon the B7 
Appreciation Society’. No dollar cheques can be accepted after 31st December °97. only Sterling. 


Please complete and return this section WITH 3'SAE’s to: Judith Smith, DELIVERANCE, 18 Bury 
Avenue, Newport Pagnell, Bucks, MK16 OED. with your Registration payment. 


NAME............ 
Horizon Memb. No........ 
ADDRESS: (Horizon Member YES/NO) 


Horizon Memb. No................c00- scene 
(Horizon Member YES/NO) 


Be 


FIRST CONVENTION? YES/NO 
BADGE NAME (if different to the above): 


! am planning to arrive by 
) Car 
(Ra 80s soccer scescsbvcaseassciteaeaiceeasinseeandeaes 


CG) GOach tO iisscscsssscsedtisesccsscessctensencdsdessecteucces 


EY AG BO sooecccbcti desk cctedecesseecdessscesseccenseesscucaseces 


Please complete this - it will help us plan 
our minibus/taxi service. 
| CONFIRM | AM A CURRENT FULL Please specify here any special needs or 
HORIZON MEMBER and eligible for the access requirements (eg. mobility, diet, carer). 
discount rate. 


Please also register the following: 


Ves NAME? s505 boise ck Bee tic dlevesaediesveceets deeteetica sis scebesives 
Horizon Memb. No. 
(Horizon Member YES/NO) 


HOTEL BOOKING FORM 


Please 000k accommodarion zz the Hanover International Hotel: :*NB: no singie rooms at “anover Internationai 
- if pou request a single, we will book vou into our overtiow hotel). 


Nights: © FRIDAY c] SATURDAY Q SUNDAY 
RoomType. SINGLE‘ QOTWN DOUBLE TRIPLE TQUAD FAMILY 


LL encccccecscscnsecesce cesacenncnassauveonwonesscaneneranstacrsstarasencrscenncenere ces 


A non-refundable deposit of £10 is required to secure your room with the hotel. 
*{ am including the hotel deposit as part of my registration cheque YES/NO 
* Please take hotet deposit on the following credit card: 

Card type: VISA/Mastercard/AMEX Card NO.........sssscssecnsercsssesenenes Name On Caidi:..........cssreereeseeeees 


“ cenccccccscenccccccccecccececeece —-s«- MM IMATUES] Of CaM MOWET...........sercennncsvocecerercerenscsscncorevasvrncsercrcscrrnsees 


1 understand that I am responsible for settling my own hotel bill at the conclusion of my stay 
wo Signed .-sesreevees 


Name... 


td 


acsccccceeseererees Scene en ereeee 


Please tick any of the following 
which apply - further info will be 
sent as soon as possible (but an 
exira SAE would heip us a LOT): 


Q TICK HERE IF YOU'D LIKE US TO FIND 
YOU A SHARER FOR A TWIN/TRIPLE/QUAD 
ROOM Note: we cannot guarantee finding 
trinie/quad sharers, but if not available will 
match you in a twin. We wiil only match same 
_sex sharers). 


QO TICK HERE IF YOU ARE A SMOKER. 


Q TICK HERE IF YOU WANT INFORMATION 
ON LOCAL BED & BREAKFAST/GUEST 
HOUSES. 


Q 1 WANT TO HAVE A ROOM PARTYA WANT 
A ROOM AWAY FROM PEOPLE HAVING 
ROOM PARTIES! (delete as applicabie!) 


QFIRST TIME CON GOER’S WELCOME PACK’ 
(includes info on What to Expect. how to find a friendly 
person(s) to talk to: pre-con penpai service to put you in 
touch with other First Time - and possibly travelling aione - 
QAM PLANNING TO COME BY CAR AND | [on Geers) 


WOULD LIKE YOU TO FIND A CAR SHARER: CQ INFORMATION ON HORIZON, THE 87 
APPRECIATION SOCIETY (& appiication form) 


Other queries: 


CQ PLEASE TRY TO FIND SOMEONE WITH A 
CAR WITH WHOM | CAN SHARE A RIDE. 
FROM 


dded mote. Of 


ABOUT =m GON 


errr errr rr rr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrtiitr rit it irri Sor DEL IVER ANIC KO 8) G 
Please read it carefully. \'m sure you have to add one extra S- a 
for check casning fees. AND I'm not really sure HORIZON will bo = 
take dollar checks from non-members. Do ask about that. 


'o 


